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Our Target

We understand that we have a responsibility to help protect 
our planet.
We have set a target to halve our carbon emissions by 2030.
We aim for a 7% reduction in our emissions every year.

How will we do this?
 A – Avoid
 E – Efficiency  
 R – Replace     
 O – Offset    

Avoid

Efficiency

Replace

Offset
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A business with purpose
Our Vision

To transform our business into a recognised champion for sustainable print. A source of respected, 
evidence based, reliable advice, leading to long term relationships with conscious brands.

How we are doing this…

1. We use a consultative approach with customers to understand their needs and 
processes.

2. We look at what they are currently do to see if there is a more efficient solution that 
will allow us to reduce the amount of material used.

3. We consider how we can upgrade their material choices to have the lowest possible 
impact on the environment whilst still performing as needed.

4. We offer wet proofing and material samples to ensure the final finish is correct

5. Deliveries are made in Cornwall by electric vehicle where possible

6. Larger users have the option of joining our liner waste recycling scheme. This 
allows the waste to be collected and recycled back into liner or paper products. 

7. We do this whilst working hard to reduce our own manufacturing footprint year on 
year.
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A Circular
Approach
From using waste as a resource, 
to taking the carbon out of our 
deliveries and collaborating on 
waste initiatives; this is what we 
are doing to build the circular 
economy into our foundations. 

COLLECTION OF
LINER WASTE FOR
RECYCLING BACK INTO
PRIMARY PRODUCTS

TRANSPARENCY,
ENGAGEMENT
& ADVICE

ADHESIVES THAT COMPOST
OR PROTECT THE PURITY
OF RECYCLED PLASTICS

DESIGNED TO
REDUCE MATERIALS
AND ENABLE
RECYCLING

HIGHEST STANDARDS
OF QUALITY & ETHICS

ACROSS THE SUPPLY CHAIN

ALL OF OUR
MANUFACTURING WASTE
IS RECYCLED OR USED
AS BIOMASS

CARBON NEUTRAL,
ELECTRIC VEHICLE,
DELIVERIES

ConsultancyRe-Use

Delivery Materials

Protect

DesignMake

Recycle

LOW IMPACT MATERIALS 
FROM RECYCLED OR 
SUSTAINABLY MANAGED 
PULP



Target - To reduce emissions by 7% to 2640 kgCO2e per £100k of sales. 
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kgCO2e Emissions per £100,000 Sales

Measurable, Targeted and Ambitious Improvements

'

Our target at the end of 2021 was to reduce emissions by 7% to 2640kgCO2e per 
100k sales. This is to enable us to half emissions by 2030. We exceeded this target 
reducing emissions by 25.8% to 2105kgCO2e per 100k sales. 

As a manufacturing plant our biggest 
impact comes from the materials we 
use and how we use them to produce 
products for our customers. We have 
set out to improve how we measure our 
raw materials, waste, water and energy 
usage to enable us to benchmark 
ourselves against our Net Zero goals. 

Throughout the past 12 months we 
have had many successes although 
there is still plenty to do. 

Our successes are the result of 
ambitious changes to our 
manufacturing processes, energy 
contracts and recycling methods.

Our total energy usage was reduced by 
over 30% compared to the previous 
year, with 100% of our electricity 
coming from renewable sources. 

Overall we reduced our carbon 
emissions by 25.8% per £100K sales 
significantly better than our 7% 
reduction target.

Our Emissions graph 
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Facts and Figures
•  We believe that by being transparent about our progress and setting ambitious goals for the 
future, we can lead the way in sustainable print manufacturing and make a positive impact on 
the environment.

•  We generated 43499 kwh of energy through solar panels and our energy breakdown was 15% 
solar panels, 23% gas, and 62% electricity. 

•  We used 490.097 tonnes of paper in 2022, all sourced from PEFC/FSC certified companies. 

•  We collected 12.75 tonnes of label waste and used printed paper tape to emphasize that our 
products are 100% recyclable where applicable. 

•  Our total water usage was reduced by 34% compared to the previous year, and we continue 
to explore ways to reduce our environmental impact in all areas of our business.

•  During the production process, we recycled 95.02 tonnes of paper and card. We are currently 
exploring new alternatives to bubble wrap, whilst still protecting our goods effectively, and have 
started trialing a machine that creates paper void filling material from our waste paper.





Our Energy
2022 Energy breakdown
  
     15% Solar Panels

     23% Gas

     62% Electric

• Our total energy usage for 2022 was 298,831 kwh compared 
       to 431,532 kwh in 2021, a reduction of over 30%.

• 100% of electricity from renewable sources.

• Solar panels generated 43499 kwh
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Our Waste & Recycling 
Our Liner
Our silicon liner gained certification as conforming to EN13430. The liner is now classed as a 
packaging material recoverable by recycling. By using the liner with our paper it is 100% recyclable. 
Boxes containing these 100% recyclable products are now being labelled with printed paper tape 
featuring the message “This product conforms to Recyclability standard EN13430” to emphasis this.

Zero Labels 2 Landfill
In 2022 Prismm collected 12.75 tonnes of label waste from us. 

Our Water
In 2022 we used 59,000 litres of water. This is a reduction of 34% from 2021 usage and was 
achieved by modifying our machine wash up processes and investment in a new plate making 
machine reducing the need for chemicals in this process. 

Our Other Waste Streams 
0.31 tonnes of aluminum were recycled through J&G Environmental.
6.54 tonnes of general waste were sent for incineration. 
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Circular Economy and waste recycling

AD Circular Liner Recycling Scheme

The AD Circular scheme is a closed-loop recycling initiative aimed at reducing waste and increasing the 
sustainability of labelling materials. Under this scheme, Root labels is collecting their own and customers 
waste label materials and sends them to Avery Dennison to repurpose them into new products, ensuring 
that no waste goes to landfill. 

The recycled materials are used to make new labels and packaging, reducing the need for virgin 
materials and lowering the carbon footprint of the company's operations. The AD Circular scheme is part 
of Root Sustainable Labels commitment to becoming a more eco conscious business and contributing 
to a circular economy.

Target to reduce the amount of waste that is currently being used as a biomass and instead recycling it 
either back into liner or upgrading it into a more valuable primary material. We aim to reduce the amount 
of material lost from the chain by 70% through our unique collaboration. 





Future Goals
• Pursue B Corp accreditation and become a talking head within the local food and drink community on sustainable labelling.
• Create case studies and content for promotion using the brands that come on board with our sustainability goals.
• Keep our customers up to date with new developments in sustainable materials and practices in the printing industry.
• Increase our customer and staffs knowledge of sustainable materials and the benefit of choices that reduce our carbon footprint 
• Visually show our energy and waste figures in the factory for staff and visitors alike to keep our focus on our targets. 
• Monitor the use of sustainable materials and recycling of label liner. 
• Work with suppliers to calculate min 50% of scope 3 data for raw materials. 





Thank You
Thank you for reading.

Please let us have feedback.



www.rootlabels.co.uk
E: sales@rootlabels.co.uk

T: 01566 771966

www.kcsprint.co.uk
E: mail@kcsprint.co.uk
T: 01566 773696 1 Southgate Technology Park

Pennygillam Way, Launceston
Cornwall. PL15 7ED


